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The Depth of a Shadow: Mulugeta Tafesse's Visual and Emotional Depth


Mulugeta Tafesse is an artist who manages to create maximum impact with minimal means. At 
first glance, his paintings seem composed of vague smudges and abstract forms, but upon closer 
inspection, a world of depth reveals itself, both physical and emotional. This depth manifests in 
two ways: visually, where the layers of paint seem to reach beyond the canvas, and emotionally, 
where the works immediately touch the viewer’s soul.


Although Tafesse often works in soft, monochromatic tones, his mastery of color demonstrates a 
deep understanding of nuance and emotional resonance. Every brushstroke, no matter how 
subtle, contributes to the overall depth and complexity of his paintings. As an artist, Tafesse 
moves between different worlds. His work bridges his Ethiopian heritage and contemporary 
Western art movements, challenging himself to shape his artistic identity beyond the limitations of 
cultural labels.


His work follows the tradition of Ethiopian artists who, despite challenging circumstances, 
maintain a strong artistic vision. Tafesse bridges traditional Ethiopian art and contemporary 
culture, drawing inspiration from the legacy of pioneers such as Afework, Gebrekristos, and 
Skunder. In doing so, he transcends the local and connects with global artistic discourse.


For Tafesse, painting is more than the application of paint to canvas; it is a philosophical journey 
into the unconscious. His works invite contemplation, drawing the viewer beyond the surface of 
the visible into a deeper, spiritual experience. The symbolic elements in his work, such as the 
fleeting shadows and delicate shades of color, tell stories that are both personal and universal. 
Just as a porcelain cup symbolizes a moment of reflection and calm, his works invite the viewer to 
discover the deeper meaning behind every brushstroke.


The title 'The Depth of a Shadow' not only refers to the depth of perspective that Tafesse captures 
in his works but also to the elusive essence of his subjects. The shadows he paints may seem 
fleeting and indefinable at first glance, yet they carry a force and presence that compel the viewer 
to pause and reflect. They are like a shadow that follows you, an echo of an emotion that is not 
immediately recognizable but profoundly felt.


Tafesse’s art is an invitation to wander through a world of abstract beauty, where each 
brushstroke and every shade of color reveals a part of a larger story. It is a journey through the 
layers of human existence, captured in the silence of a painting, and a tribute to the resilience of 
the human spirit.



